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Janet Schneider-Cate  
& Tony Cate

This is the story of two caring people whose commitment to 
giving began on separate paths but came together with gusto. As 
individuals, Tony Cate and Janet Schneider-Cate supported the 
causes and people they cared most about. As a couple their generosity 
was amplified and continues to have an incredible impact on the 
Casper area.

ony had a quiet generosity. He loved to be around people 
and was always eager to help those facing tough times. 
Tony would close his dinner prayer with, “Keep us ever 
mindful of the needs of others.” 

Janet found great joy in giving back. 
She sought to support organizations 
and causes she loved and that 
strengthened her community. In fact, 
she and her first husband, Richard, were 
one of the first to set up a fund with 
WYCF ensuring causes important to the 
two of them were supported. 

Tony and Janet’s paths crossed from time 
to time, but it was not until later in life 
that they found each other. The two were 
kindred spirits. They shared a love for the 
arts, animals and for helping those less 
fortunate. As a couple, they were a force 
for good.

In 2005 Janet passed away. Tony continued 
to give – rarely saying no to anyone in 
need. A friend and former professional 
advisor to Tony, Joni Kumor notes with a 
smile, “Tony could not say no. I would tell 

him, ‘You don’t need to give everyone asking 
for money a check.’ But he would! It made 
him feel good.” 

The Schneider Fund continued to give as well. The Nicolaysen 
Art Museum, Self-Help Center, Seton House, Wyoming 
Symphony Orchestra, Platte River Trails Trust, 12-24 Club 
and so many more nonprofits benefitted from the grants made. 
Seeing the impact, Tony made a bequest to also establish a fund 
with WYCF – the Tony Cate Endowed Fund. 

Both Janet and Tony have passed, but their decisions to create 
funds with WYCF mean their commitment to giving continues.
The Wyoming Community Foundation is humbled to be a part 
of continuing their lasting legacy. 



Bluegill

2015 marked a turning point for the Wyoming Wildlife Foundation 
(WWF). While the group’s focus on species in decline, land access, 
education and conservation continued, their approach changed. WWF 
shifted its efforts to funding great projects, rather than doing projects. 
The Newcastle fishing pond is a terrific example of this new approach. 

n the far-east side of the state, about halfway between 
Gillette and Lusk, sits the small town of Newcastle. A 
tight-knit community that lies just west of the Black Hills, 
folks here have a deep love for the outdoors and the place 

they call home. 

Keith Culver is one of those people. But for years Keith felt that 
one thing was missing from his hometown – a fishing pond. Keith 
believed a pond could provide folks a greater connection to the 
outdoors. It could be used to educate youth on fish habitat, water 
supplies and other ideas around conservation. And because it would 
be located in town, it would be accessible to all. 

Keith reached out to the Wyoming Wildlife 
Foundation and other organizations he thought 
might be interested in the idea of building a pond. 
WWF was thrilled to help provide seed money 
for the project. Keith was soon backed by a great 
group of people eager to collaborate. “I’ve been a 
part of numerous projects,” says Keith, who made 
his career in natural resources conservation. “I have never been 
involved in one with the level of cooperation that we had on 
this project.”

WWF, Wyoming Refining Co., Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department (WGFD), the City of Newcastle, Wyoming Wildlife 
and Natural Resource Trust and other local organizations lent their 
expertise. So too did individuals such as Paul Mavrakis of WGFD. 
The combined efforts helped turn the idea of a pond into reality.  

Tony Woodell, WWF Director, is proud that WWF could partner 
with so many to bring this outdoor opportunity to Newcastle, “I 
couldn’t be more pleased that WWF played a part in giving this 
great Wyoming community access to such an incredible outdoor 
activity. We look forward to seeing the community connect with 
and learn more about wildlife as they use the pond.” 





he Annie E. Casey Foundation is known 
nationally for their outstanding advocacy 
work surrounding children and families. 
Casey partners with an organization from 

each state through its KIDS COUNT program, 
and relies on that organization to produce data 
highlighting the wellbeing of children in their 
state. KIDS COUNT also produces a data book 
evaluating children and family wellbeing across the 
nation. The Wyoming Community Foundation is 
the proud KIDS COUNT partner for our state.

WYCF has strong ties to Wyoming communities. 
We also have the capacity to ensure KIDS 
COUNT research is completed and  
disseminated to all those working on behalf  
of children and families. The WYCF data  
pieces inform both nonprofit organizations  
doing on-the-ground work and Wyoming  
policy makers.

KIDS COUNT also aligns with the work of 
our priority funds, the Wyoming Women’s 
Foundation (WYWF) and Wyoming Afterschool 
Alliance (WYAA). In 2015 KIDS COUNT 
funding allowed both groups to focus on research 
important to Wyoming. The results are three data 
pieces:

•	 Preparing Students for Success in School and 
Life (WYAA)

•	 The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Wyoming:  
2016 (WYWF, pg 10)

•	 The Wage Gap Between Wyoming’s Men and 
Women: 2016 (WYWF, pg 10)

Over the last 25 years WYCF has been growing 
relationships in the community while increasing 
our understanding of advocacy and the importance 
of data-informed decision making. 

The KIDS COUNT partnership enhances our 
ability to make decisions that are positively 
impacting Wyoming’s greatest resource: its people. 



he nonprofit 12-24 Club prides themselves 
on having an open facility every day of  
the year. The organization plays a vital  
role in central Wyoming, providing a 

space and resources for recovery groups that help 
individuals with addiction issues. But in 2015, the 
organization that had always been so reliable faced 
an uncertain future.   

Changes in positions and programs left 12-24 
facing substantial financial debt. Recognizing  
the severity of the situation, the organization’s 
board asked Dan Cantine, former director, to 
return. He and board president, Colter King, 
decided to reach out to the WYCF Casper Area 
Local Board for help.

Ann Ruble, WYCF’s Director of Regional 
Philanthropy in Casper, says she has a lot of  
respect for Dan and the organization. “It is very 
courageous for a group to reach out when they 
are in trouble. Organizations don’t often come to 
WYCF because they may not want to share their 
troubles with a funder.”

Dan believes the decision was an easy one though. 
“Our policy is to be forthright about our successes 
and problems too. We were in rough shape,” he 
says. “Thank goodness our board of directors was 
willing to do the hard work necessary to keep 
things going.” 

To help get 12-24 back on track, WYCF staff sat 
down with the organization and evaluated the 
situation. Ann worked with the group to create 
and implement a new strategic plan and provided 
a board training where short and long-term goals 
were established. She also provided  fundraising 
training. WYCF’s CFO, Misty Gehle, provided  
an intensive session on finances and budgeting. 
This allowed the group to determine where to  
cut programs that weren’t working or fell outside 
the mission.  

The results have been incredible. Not only has 
the 12-24 Club recovered, they have expanded. 
“It’s fun to watch,” says Dan, “There are so many 
people seeking recovery and I’m so grateful that we 
are still here for them.” 



























Engaged, former board members who strengthen the Wyoming Community Foundation, President’s Circle members 
have made outstanding contributions to WYCF and continue to help us build a better Wyoming.



Key Club Members help facilitate a major gift or the 
establishment of a new fund with WYCF. 

Legacy Members establish a permanent endowment with WYCF 
through their estate plan. This ensures the charities and causes most 
important to them are taken care of, forever. 







We connect people who care with causes that 
matter to build a better Wyoming.  
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